
Representation from Cllr R. Goreham to the Parking Task & 
Finish Group (Dereham) 
 
Dear Members of the Task & Finish Group, 
 
I have lived in Dereham for more than fifty years and, despite the obvious 
national economic problems prevailing, I honestly believe that the town 
centre/market place has rarely been more vibrant. 
 
I believe that much of this vibrancy is due to the free accessibility of parking 
provision for shoppers, business people and visitors alike. 
 
Cherry Tree Car Park (BDC owned) 
Here there is unlimited free parking which works well, to a point. In my view, 
the front part of the car park (that which is nearest to the Market Place) should 
be made free but 3 hour limit. At present, people tend to park at the front of 
the car park early in the morning and leave their cars there all day – which 
means that visitors, including disabled people, have to make a trek to the rear 
of the car park. The 3 hour limit, for a part of the car park, would also bring it 
into line with Cowper Road. 
 
Cowper Road (BDC owned) 
Here there is free parking for 3 hours (enforceable). Again, this seems to work 
well – if anything this car park could do with extra capacity as it is very well 
used. Convenient for town centre (2 mins walk). 
 
Commercial Road/Cross Way (privately owned but public access) 
This one is privately owned and is unavailable after 6PM. It is 3 hours free 
(one has to take a ticket from a machine to prove time of entry). It serves the 
new shopping development ie. it is handy for the library, dentist, Wilkinsons, 
QD Stores etc. It affords pedestrian access to High Street as well as Cross 
Way, Nunns Way and Market Place. 
 
Morrisons Car Park (privately owned but public access) 
This is 3 hours free and is enforced by the company. There is some relaxation 
of enforcement towards the latter part of the day (after 6PM?) which will 
doubtless help  accommodate visitors to the new Memorial Hall. 
 
Doctors’ surgeries 
Theatre Royal Surgery is conveniently served by the Cherry Tree Car Park 
(there is a pedestrian walkway) and has a small (limited) dropping off area. 
Orchard Surgery is served by its own car park (in Commercial Road) which 
also has a conveniently situated pharmacy – plans are underway to introduce 
a pharmacy at Theatre Royal as well, I believe. 
 
The general ethos 
I have personal knowledge of people who visit Dereham to shop, and transact 
business, purely on the grounds that they can park conveniently and free of 
charge. Fakenham is one example of a town that makes parking charges – 
and this has proved, over the years, very much to Dereham’s advantage!  



In Norwich, of course, one cannot park on waste ground without discovering a 
parking meter; or in a secluded back street without discovering a “Permit 
Holders Only” sign high up on a wall! An appalling policy, in my view – not one 
on which Dereham should model itself. 
 
The general ethos for “free parking” in Dereham should, in my view, continue. 
It works well, is convenient for visitors and has proved, over many years, a 
stimulant to the local economy. 
The only minor modification I would introduce is that which I have suggested 
under “Cherry Tree Car Park”. 
As to levels of enforcement, that is beyond my remit but is, one suspects, 
dependent on the financial resources of the council. 
 
Thank you for taking this representation into account in your deliberations. 
 
 
Robin Goreham      (October 2011) 


